Hindu Temple of Kentucky

Hindu School

Age Group: 12 Years old and above

Schedule: 10.00 A.M. on alternate Sundays

Instructor:  H. V. Shekar
Curriculum

· Religion: Meaning and goals at higher and lower levels.

· Religions of the World: Classifications, symbols, population and scriptures.

· Eastern and Western Religions: Similarities and differences.

· Hindu words used in USA: Guru, Swamy, Mantra, Karma and Pandit.

· Hindu names: Derived from names of Gods, Goddesses, character and qualities.

· Hindu: Interpretations on the origin of the word.

· Godhead: Two-fold conception and three modes of manifestation.

· Gods and Goddesses: Symbols of gestures, attributes and chariots.

· Nine Planets: Symbols of character, shape, color and grains.

· Om and Swastika: Many representations and different interpretations.

· Temple visit Significance and sixteen steps of performing Puja.

· Pilgrimage: Seven liberation giving cities and four spiritual abodes.

· Scriptures: Broad classifications and brief summaries.

· Beliefs: Creation of the world, Doctrine of Karma and Theory of Reincarnation.

· Traditions: Shaivism, Vaishnavism and Shaktism.

· Festivals: Significance of the celebrations.

· Mantras, Slokas and Bhajans: Recitation and explanation of meanings.

Procedure

· Recite a Mantra, Sloka or Bhajan and explain the meaning.

· Lecture and discussion of the topic of the day. Two-way communication. 
· Talk about the Hindu festivals celebrated on days close to the class date.

· Presentation of research papers by the students on assigned topics.

· Guest lectures by parents and other invited guests on a periodic basis.

· Use substitute teachers during vacation.

Topics Assigned to Students

· Story and symbolism of the Temple Gods: Shiva, Ganesha, Balaji, Rama, Krishna and Rama. Also Mahavir and Nataraja.

· Narration and significance of Ramayana, Mahabharata and Bagavad Gita.

· A review of the festivals and the pilgrimage centers of India.

· A review of the Hindu Sacraments.

· A review of Hindu Temples in the United States.                    COURSE-2/HVS/8-26-02 
